
Framework Vocabulary 
 
 
 

1. NYS Social Studies Standards – These have not changed in 20 years.  The Framework simply helps us 
clarify what elements need to be taught and how we can address them. 
 

2. Three Key Shifts in Instruction – More of kids thinking and making connections, less of sage on the stage. 
 

3. Four Critical Claims – These are the foundation for the development of the new Global Studies exam.  
Your work at the elementary level helps set the stage for the high school years. 
 

4. Unifying Themes – Our goal is to help kids see the world through a variety of lenses, though at this level 
the focus is on one theme at a time, we eventually want to get to the point where a ninth grader might 
consider the Industrial Revolution through an Invention lens, through an Economic lens, through a Social 
lens.  Essentially, we are helping students understand that perspective matters! 
 

5. Key Idea – This is the large concept that students will walk away with at the end of the year – there are 
between 7 and 11 per grade level. 
 

6. Conceptual Understanding – This is the scaffolding of content to support the Key Ideas. 
 

7. Content Specifications – These identify actual elements and concrete material that could (should?) occur 
during instruction. 
 

8. Social Studies Practices – Similar to the 8 Mathematical Practices, these help guide teachers toward 
improving student thinking and processing skills.  They need to be explicitly taught... not just “expected”!  
 

9. ELA Standards for History – Identified for grades 6-12 in ELA documents, but teachers are asked to 
include grade 5 as well in Social Studies.  They are broken down into 5-8, 9-10, and 11-12 grade bands in 
the Framework Introduction document.  K-4 should tie to the ELA standards where there seems to be a 
natural and appropriate fit.   
 

10. Inquiries (with a capital I) – These can be found at bit.ly/2hRfR0T (case-sensitive).  There are 6 per grade 
level that may be used, or teachers can develop their own.  Inquiries delve deeper into a topic in order to 
improve analytical skills and interest.  They are larger than a lesson but smaller than a unit.  One or two a 
year is the recommendation… at least to get started. 
 

11. inquiry (with a lower-case i) – The overall push in Social Studies is to lean toward a heavier inquiry model.  
Ask quality questions, then guide student exploration and thinking.  It takes longer to plan, but it “sticks” 
better…  

 
 
 

 


